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The White Rose Social Science DTC
ÅEncompasses all of the PGR social science 

provision at these institutions

Åthis DTC is for all social science students & 
supervisors



Who is a member 
of the White Rose DTC?

All social sciences PhD students from each of the 
three participating universities (University of 
Leeds, Sheffield and York) are a member of the 
White Rose DTC. This includes both students 
funded by the ESRC and all other students 
within the social science disciplines (no matter 
how they are funded).

http:// wrdtc.ac.uk/ wrdtc-student-faqs



The WR DTC: 
How can it add to your PhD Experience?

ÅOpportunities for networking within and 
between disciplinary pathways,
ÅAccess to (NCRM recognised) state of the art 

advanced training,
ÅAccess to wider social science networks. For 

example, through the DTC Spring conference,
ÅOpportunities to develop new (disciplinary and 

inter-disciplinary) student-led networks,
Å(In future) opportunities for internships and work 

placements to enhance employability and 
research impact.





WR DTC Advanced Training Master-
classes

ÅUsually half or full day workshops (sometimes 
longer),

ÅVoluntary, non-accredited, 

ÅDelivered by leading WR researchers in the field,

ÅNCRM recognised,

ÅFree to all WR PhD students, with subsidies for 
non WR students,

ÅHeld either in Leeds, York or Sheffield.



2012-13 Master-class series

Å Advanced Qualitative Methods: Elite Interviewing
Å Understanding The Impact Of Research Perspectives: The 

Importance Of Meta-theory, Research Methodology
Å Introduction to Geographical Information Systems - Using ArcGIS 

(Raster Applications)
Å Randomised controlled trials in the social sciences
Å The Use Of Quantitative Secondary/Administrative Data In Social 

Science Research
Å The New Ethnography: Affect, Anxiety and Event
ÅMaster Class In Realist Methods
ÅMaster Class in Conversation Analysis
Å Latent Class Analysis as an example of model-based cluster analysis
Å Introduction to Mplus
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Getting information

ÅYour student representatives;

ÅOur website: http://wrdtc.ac.uk/

ÅDTC quarterly newsletter distributed 
electronically. Also at : http://wrdtc.ac.uk/dtc-
matters3/,

ÅAnd, for really up to the minute information, 
follow us on twitter @wrssdtc.

http://wrdtc.ac.uk/
http://wrdtc.ac.uk/dtc-matters3/


Methodological challenges

ÅKeeping up with technology and how to use it 
effectively,

ÅEnhancing research capacity via mixed methods

ÅAccessing and using primary and secondary data

ÅRespecting and getting advice on research ethics

ÅWhere are there resources for all this beyond the 
DTC?



Other resources:

ÅFunding opportunities (ESRC and other research 
councils),

ÅNew (including Big) data sources (Economic and 
Social Data Services; Administrative Data 
Research Centres; University archives. For 
example, Timescapesat Leeds on longitudinal 
qualitative data);

ÅState of the art developments in research 
methods (National Centre for Research methods).








